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TO:

Honorable Mayor and Commissioners
FROM:

Robert Baldwin, City Manager
By:

Mark Bates, Finance Director
DATE:

September 15, 2014
SUBJECT:
1)  2014/15 Ad Valorem Tax Rates 


(Resolution), 

2)  Non-Ad Valorem Assessments - Public Hearings


a.  Fire Services Assessment 

(Resolution)


b.  Stormwater Services Assessment

(Resolution)


c.  Residential Solid Waste Assessment
(Resolution)
3)  Annual Budget – 1st Reading


(Resolution)



As discussed at Commission workshop on the Manager’s Recommended Budget, the City of Dania Beach is strategically developing a sustainable economic plan which continues a commitment to public service, infrastructure maintenance, redevelopment, quality of life and financial responsibility. The Manager’s Recommended Budget reflects a reasoned and careful balance between service delivery and financial sustainability for the cautiously improving economic climate of the City.  
At the recent budget workshop, the Commission discussed and proposed adjustments to Recommended Budget.  These adjustments are outlined on the attached schedule.  These adjustments reflect Commission consensus on various expenditure allocations contained in the Recommended Budget for the coming year. 
At our meeting tonight, Resolutions have been prepared to establish a Final Ad Valorem Tax Rate and setting the final Tax and Budget Hearing for Wednesday September 24, 2014 at 5:01 p.m.  Tonight is also the public hearing on the City’s proposed Non-Ad Valorem Assessment rates for Fire, Residential Solid Waste and Stormwater services.  
Property Taxes – First Public Hearing:
1. Ad Valorem Property Tax – reflecting a 4.11% increase from the “rollback” rate of 5.7632 mils and maintaining the current level of: 

5.9998 mils

2. Debt Service Tax Rate – for annual repayment of voter-approved loans
0.2595 mils

3. Announce date / time / location for City’s final hearing on ad valorem tax


Dania Beach City Hall



September 24, 2014 (Wednesday)


5:01 p.m.



Dania Beach City Hall 



100 W. Dania Beach Blvd., Dania Beach  FL

Non Ad Valorem Assessments – Final Public Hearing:
·  Fire Assessment – Approve Final assessment rate (single family) – (no change.)
$160.00 yr. 
· Stormwater Assessment – Approve Final assessment rate
       (no change)
$  40.00 yr. 
· Residential Solid Waste –  Approve Final assessment rate 
      (+$3.36 yr.)
$277.92 yr. 
  City Annual Budget – 1st Public Hearing:
1.  Commission motion & approval amendments to Recommended Budget  

2. Approval of 2014/15 Annual City Budget as amended – 1st Public Hearing

Discussion:



  
Property Taxes:

The City approved a Tentative operating millage rate of 5.9998 mils at our July 22nd meeting, reflecting a 4.11% increase from the roll back rate of 5.7362 mills.  
Non-Ad Valorem Assessments:

Fire Assessment – Proposes no change to the City Fire Assessment rate of $160 yr. per ERU (equivalent residential unit).  Budget reflects a substantial increase to the annual Employer pension contributions of the legacy City Fire Pension plan.  The City’s plan for annual Employer pension contribution total $2.95 million in the coming 2014/15 year (an increase from $1.865 million in contributions from current year levels).  The increase in annual contribution is a significant and necessary action to address the large and growing Pension Plan Liability caused by the substantial level of the City Fire & Police Plan retirement benefits.  Annual City fire pension funding is outside of, and apart from, the annual BSO contract fire service cost.  BSO’s annual contract for the coming year is planned at a total of $9.1 million.  The combined total Fire Department budget for the coming year is approximately $12.1 million; reflecting an increase of $1.3 million from the current year level of $10.8 million.  Approximately $5.2 million (43%) of Fire Department expenses are funded by through the City’s annual Fire Assessment.
Stormwater Assessment – no change is reflected in the annual City Stormwater Assessment rate of $40 yr.  State SRF loans have been approved for the $7.1m Southeast Stormwater Project that is to being construction in late 2014.
Solid Waste Assessment – a very minimal annual rate adjustment of $3.36 yr. is recommended.  This fee adjustment reflects the service provider’s consumer price index change as authorized in the City’s Solid Waste Agreement. 
Commission Review / Budget Approval:

The Commission may approve the Proposed Budget on first reading tonight and set the second and final public hearing for Wednesday September 22nd at 5:01 p.m. here at City Hall.  The Commission may also wish to proposed, discuss and vote on specific adjustments by motion following the close of public comment at tonight’s 1st budget public hearing.  The Administration recommends approval of the 2014/15 City Budget.
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